USEFUL KENOWLEDGE.

Swerr otn rubbed on the ekin is said
to Lo a sure antrdote for ivy poison,

A rvorry of starel avpd elloride of
zine hardens gniekly, aud lasts, as o
stopper of holes in moetals, for montha,

I'nosren anass, vseful for sereens,
cte,, is made by laying the sheets hori-
zontally and covering  them with o
strong soluticn of sulphnte of zive. The
salt erystallizos on dryiog,

Vanvisues, TaMrin axn Frexinne,
Anhydrous alumina stereate, dissolyed
in turpentine, is an artiele mueh recom-
mended for this purpose, and it is said
to be nualterable by Ligh temparatures,

A toop welding eomposition is male
of bornx fused with one-sixteenth its
weight of sal ammoniae, cooled, pulver-
ized and combined with an equal weight
of qnick lime, The compound is
sprinkled on the red-hot iron, and ihe
Iater replaced in the fire,

Manocany SrarNisa, —Wash the wood
to Lo stained with diluted nitrie acid,
ten parts of water to one of aeid. For
roseweod, glaze the same with enrmine
or Munich loke. Asphaltum, thinned
with tnrpentine, forms au excellent ma-
hogzuny color for new work.

Lasp Dratss.—Asn excellent snbsoil
drain may be made by digging o trench
aud filling in the bottom with sticks of
wood, compressing them togelher with
the feet, nand then covering them with
the mold. The effectivencas of sueh a
drain will endure for several yeers, and
the linai deeny of the wood will serve to
enrich thoe soil,

Semirrs of turpentiue  poured npon
seed corn before planting, aud  thor-
oughly mixed by stirring, so that all
the seeds shall be impregnated with it,
is n epecific for the terrible ruvages of
the eut-worm. PTut one quart of tur-
pentine to a bushel of corn, or in that
proportion, whiel is suflicient, and corn
comes up two or three days quicker
whon thus treated. Besides the seont
of the turpentine, which can bo deteeted
several weeks after the planting, nids
mueh in keeping erows at n distwree,

Savs the Massachusetts plonghman :
Green rye or olover may be cut preen
and fed to the horse in tho stall to
better advantage than turnine ont to
pasture, Byt probally a liberal supply
of Swedish burnips or rutabagas cut in
slices and literally covered with Indinn
meal will Tny on fut as fast as it is de-
siruble, It is, we think, about the best
substitute for green food, gives a eoft
and glossy cont, nn clastic step and fine
upirits. 'We do not think the yollow, or
Swedish, turnip is appreciated as it
ought to be, as n food for horses,

Fravr axn Porasn ix Prasts,—They
have many experimente] farms, gardeus
und orchards in Germany, to which we
are in Lhe habit of looking for new faets
in agrioultnre and horticulture, An ex-
pert says :  “* Divest the soil of ali silica
(Ulint) nnd alkali were usefnl plants nnd
beautiful flowers are to be grown, and
not one would altuin to perfect develop-
ment, simply beoanse silica and potash
are eminently cssentinl to impart stiff-
ness to the stems and elasticity nnd
tenneity to the leaves. When grape-
vines, for example, which nre growing
in n sandy soil, have nceess to potash i
abundanee, the leaves will appenr ns
t: qizh ag leather, and no mildew or rust
wiit ever afleet the foilage,”

Ism Cakes,—Take codfisk, cther
fresh or salt, that has been boiled the
day befor..  Carefully remove {ho
boues and minee the fish. Mix with a
quantity of mashed potatoes, mashed
with butter and milk in the proportion
of one-third codfish und two-thirds
mashed potatoes. Add suflicient beaten
eges to meke the whole into n smooth
puste.  Season with eayenne, and if
the mixztnre seems dry, moisten and
enrich it with a little bhutter, Make it
into enkes nbout an inch tkick and as
lurge rouud as the top of a common-
sized tea-cup, or into ronnd balls,
Sprinkle them wed with flour,  Fry
tlhiem in lard or beef dripping,  When
one side is done turn them over, If
approved, you may adid to the mixture
two or three onions boiled and minced,
iny large codfish may be dressed in

i+« manner for next morning's brealk-
{uut

Sanr-Rasmve Brean.—A contribntor
te the 8t, Charles Cotmon writos: “Phe
uight hefore you wish to make bread,
boil one-half pint of milk ; put one ta.
Llespoonful of corn-menl into a pitcher
vr bowl, and turn the boiling milk over
it, stivring well s lot it stand uutil morn.
ing, then add suflicient warm water to
this batter to make it ‘Inka-warm ;' then
put in a pinch of salt, the eame of
sugur, and thicken with flonr to the
consistency of good batter: set (he
pireher or bowl into n lkettle of warm
water, not hot enough to seald, and pim
to maintpin thie same temperature by
keeping it on the stove-hearth ; when it
bas been risen to top of piteber, make
your sponge in n large pan of flour,
with fwo pints or more of warm water
(virt milk is better) ;3 then stir the
rising in, first adding a tablespoonful or
more of salt ; let it rise, then mold into
Jonves ; do not mold so stifl as yonst
bread. Ry aloscly following theso di-
recbions, 1 will gnaranteo good bread,
In summer .I have my rising np by 8
o'clock ; in eold weather it requires
more timeo for fermentation,”

A BBAUTIFUL ormament for the sitting-
room ean be made by covering a corn-
mon tumbler with moss, the lntter fus-
tened in place by eawing eotton wound
round, Then glue dried moss upon a
smucor, into which set the tnmbler,
lilling it and the remaining spuce in the
snucer with loose earth from the woods,
Plant the former with n voricty of feros,
and the lutber with wood violots, On
the edge of the graes also plint some of
the unmeless ittt evezgicen  ving,
whieh bears red (searlet) Lerricy, and
whose durk, glossy, ivy-like foliugs will
teail over the fresh Dlne and white of
the violets with benutiful effect, An.
other good plun is to fill u valher desp
plate with come of the nameless but
neantifal silvery and light green nnd
delieato pink mosees, which are mot
with in profnsion in all the swamps and
marshes, This can be kept fresh and
beautiful as long as it is not neglected
to water it profuscly onee a day. I
muat, of courge, be placed in the shnle,
or the moss will blanch and die. In the
cceter of this a clump of large nzare
violets ahould be placed, adding some
enrions lishens nnd pretly fungnagrewth
irom the barks of forost trees, and o
few vonea, ghiells, aud pebblog,

A conrnusroNpent of the Practical
I'armer says : * When grass is mowed at
i early period in growth muoh more ln-
bor will be required to cureitthoronghly
than il the crop were not cut until the
blossoms are beginning to fall to the
ground, Nevertheless, the hay made of
eurly cut grass will make far better fod-
der, and a given gnantity, whon fed to

| stock, will yield more milk, more wool,

andd more {lesh, musele, und fat than the
sume aren of grass if nallowed to beeorne
fully ripe before the erop is mowed.
Ou the contrary, ripe and dry hay with
coarse weeds among i, wiil go farther
in keeping stock alive than hay made of
young and tender grass ; but the stock
thus kept will depreciate amazingly in

| condition, while supplied with such in-

ferior fodder. If one has a meadow
where there is a large quantity of
course grass and only a few feeds, it will
be fur Letter in every respect to mow
the erop early, In some instances,
parts of n meadow may be mowed three
times during the senson, If one hns
bog mendows, the oftener the herbage
can be mowed the sooner the conrae
grass weeds will be run out.

Cuystan Baskers,—These ornaments
are not diflicult to mnke. The basket
or any other ornmment, is first fuslioned
with eopper wire, as a skeleton of the
puttern desired.  IMor blue erystals, take
w snturated solution of sulphate of cop-
per in hot water, place the pattern in
this liquor, nud set it in a quiet place ;
us the solution cools, erystuls of the
sulphate will be deposited upon the
wire ; the first erystals will be small ;
but to inerease their size it i only
neceseary to place the ornaments ina
fresh and perfectly saturated solution of
the copper and salt. For yollow crys.
tals use yellow prussinte of potash ; for
ruby use the red prussinte of potash ;
for white, uso alum. The salts of
chrominm, aud many others, are equally
upplicable for this purpose, if greater
varicty of color bo wanted. To preserve
these ornaments in all their beauty they
shonld be kept under glass shades,  All
the saits named are more soluble in hot
than in cold water ; bence, ns the hot
solution beeome cold, a part of the
mintorial is deposited ; in so doing each
metallic sult assumes a pmiticalar shape
of erystale, as if endowed with vitality,
These erystals vary in form according
to the salt, but are invaviably the sime
for the sama snlt, and as characteristic
of their origin.

Hopeful ank“at t-.im Bl;sm_ess Future.

Tlhere are those who contend, and not
unreasonably, that the country is not
in a betler condition now than it has
been for many months ; that trade is
dull ; a loug, hot summer is before us,
aud there is nothing especinlly encour-
aging in our present commeroinl sur-
renndings.  'I'his view may be partislly
Lrue, but it is oftset by s0 many practical
fncts that the weight of testimony is in
favor of the class who look nupon the fu-
ture hopefully,

1. The most encournging reports
hnve been received coneerning thoe erops
in all portions of the couutry. Cotton
is in n fine condition ; wheat and corn
are flourishing ; the fruit and vegetable
crops are unusnally anbundant ; sugar
and rice are snid to be looking well,
and there isa prospeet of n good mar-
ket nbroad. TUnder such promising
couditions the country will surely not
go backward., With good erops there
should be a general business revival.

2. The price of labor is heing grad-
ually reduced, thus enabling the man-
ufacturer, to eupply his products at
lower rates. Cuheap food nnd eheap
munufactures lessen the cost of living
und thus solve one of the disturbing
problems of the day ; for by the equal-
ization of tbe earning and producing
powers aeanse of discontent is removed,

3 Money is abundant—too abund-
aut, in fact—and too mueh confined to
the linaneinl centers. But we have
passed throngh the worst of our dan-
gers, nud, altbough confidence is n
plaut of slow growth, when it blooms
agein it will be to give n vitality to new
epterprises, pnt in active use our idle
eapital, enconrage investment in what-
over is choap and pessibly fraitful, and
s0 start the country afresh upon its
forward march.—N, ¥, Herald,

The Hot Springs.

Thers is great activity of expectation
ab least, amongst the inhabitants of Het
Springs, Ark.  The supreme 2onrt has
deciled that “he property belongs to
the United £ {abas nod not to any of the
numerons claimers and squatters on the
premises. 1t is expected, thercfore,
that the government wiil appropriate
mouey to put the place in eharge of the
military, sweep and garnish it, aund per-
haps clear out the faro gamblers, who
are legion there. Jndging from the
emineuce of many visitors, such ns
Senator Morton, Hon. John Morrissey,
Gen. IHooker nand others who have
crossed the continent to get relief at the
springs, and have revisited them in
muny cases, there must be moro eflicaoy
in the Hot Springs than in most of tho
puddles and schemes that are adver-
tised. Thero are fiity-seven springs
whose nnited supply conid bathe 20,000
persons  daily, uf’!owing twenty-five
gallons to each. There are also o num-
ber of mud baths where the poorer
people lie like pigs ina puddle, often
covered with horrible ulcers. The water
is hot enough to cook eggs in a quarter
of an hour, with minnows, sun-fish,
suckers and bass, The springs are
more than 1,900 fect above the sea;
they fall in n brook twenly or thirty
fect wide, and the mountain from which
they cmannte is a pare of the Ozark
system of Missouri and Indian Torri.
tory, The Tndinns used them for
syphilitic,  parnlytic and  rheumntie
complnints, nnd still return oceasionally
to get rid of the white man's ailments,
There uppears to La uo partieninr value
in the water, but the foree of tho strenm
directed upon the bedy expels noxions
principles throngh the porcs, stimnlutes
the eireilntion and nrouses the tone of
Ehe svatem, 11 is tweniy-one miles from
Hot Springs to the necarest railrond
station, Mualvern,  “No one can coco to
Hol Springs  without receiving a pood
moral lesson, Parents would do well to
gend their wild boys to this schoel. If
they wonld not learn wisdom here, there
is but little hope of preventing the sew-
ing of their wild oats.'"

—Recent advices from the Sandwich
Islands state that *“ rum is digging e

grave of the Hawniinn rnge, '’

Athenian and Roman Courts,

The Atheninn and Loman eourts pro-
sented fino fields for the exerciso of
legal tnlent, and not a few practices
were in vogue which would be gon-
sidered remarkable nt the preseut day,
At Athens it was not customary for n
man  to spenk in any cause unless
he had 0 personal interest in the suit at
issue, At first overy one was foreed to
spenk in his own belinlf, but this rule
was afterwards so far relnxed na to per-
mit a relative or intimato friend to in-
tercede for him, After this, persons
who were themselves incompetent to
frame an oration, employed others to
write for them, and some of the most
iegal orations of antiquity were thus
written for pay and delivered by others,
Thero was famous in Athons, as well
as Rome, n large class of m»n who ob-
tained a livelihood solely in this way,
Another species of erations were thosoe
which wera written bat nover delivered
in public. An instance of this is the
famous speech of Demosthenes ngainst
Midins, and in view of this fact, it is
amusing to read in it the complucent
account he gives of the attempts whieh
have besn mode to bribe him to be
silent, and of his econtemptuous rejec-
tion of all others. Of the ifteen oxtant
orations of Antiphon, twelve were never
delivered ; and of €icoro's six speeches
agninst VYerres, only one was uttered,
bLecause Verres prudently wont into
voluntary exile,

Pericles is said to have been the fir ¢
who wrote his spoeches beforelinnd rud
committed them to memory, but if this
be so, his example was soon widely fol-
lowed ; beeauso not long after, we hear
of Demosthencs dalivering n set kpeech
at the court of Philip, and forgetting
what he had written, wns forceed to
stop.  Akin to this is the case of Cicero,
whoso splendid oration for DMilo is the
delight of all scholars, but its dolivery
wns a grand failure. He wna embar.
rassed by tho presence of the yelling
popnloce nnd the narmed guarde at that
celebrated  trinl, nud forgetting his
speecli lost hig cause,

The juries of the aneienis were
strange bodies, olten forming, in fnct,
popular nssemblies, pnumbering  hun-
dreds, and sometimes even thousands,
Any notable eause nmong the Athenians
wis tried by an assembly of the people
who erowded together and in person
indged the ense. At other times they
delegated certain deputies to lhenr the
argument and give judgment. These
judges as they were enlled, or jurors,
ns we would say, were in such num-
bers n8 to form a kind of ypopnlar
assembly, Frery year, u Dbody
of six thousand citizens was et aside
to hear causes, aud from this body the
jnrors were chosen, five hnodred nt o
time, somefimes several jurics sitling
togethier, Tho votes of the jury were
taken by each man easting n bean or
pebb!c nto an urn passed around for the
purpose.

Among the Romaus the juries were
not so large, except on speeial oconsions,
The king, afterwards the consul, and in
later times the praetor, presided at the
trial, but seemed to have little inflnence
in modifying the decision, acting merely
a8 a presiding officer,

In Athens there were larpe m.\*lm.ru
of professional jurors, who gained n
livelihood by sitting as judges and
hearing causes, but in Rome no such
clusses of persons existed. One of the
finest eomedies of Aristophanes, ¢ The
Wasps,"” wag fonnded on the abuse of
justice nmong the Greeks, In hia time
the jurors were well paid by the stale
for their servicee, and besides had o
good chance of receivong bribes from
the contending parties, as well ns having
their enrs daily tiekled by the most
lavish flattery that the silver-tongired
Greok orator eould bestow, so that the
oflico of **Dieast,” ns it was called,
was coveted.  In Rome, although there
was bribery enongl, few pereons had the
opportunity of becoming judges, and, of
couree, fower sought the opportunity.

Our National Vice,

The avernge American apits, it is
suid, just as the average crow cws,
and, although the people nim so Loast-
fully at excelling in brain eulbure, thero
secis to bo lacking, thus far, the moral
and  gocial cultivation necesenry  to
shnke ofl' this filthy habit, which is
searcely short of a national viee, In no
other country, civilized or burbarous,
would wvotices requesting men “not to
spit, out of respect for the Indics,” he
ealled for, and to our shnme be it said,
in no country would this modest, ren-
sonable request be so persistently dis-
regarded.  Nor is the nauscating prac-
tice confined to common youths nssert-
ing manly freedom, hut nien old cnongh
to hve to pay for spoiled dresses are
guilty of un equal disregard for others'
rithts and feelings,  Lvery woman who
uses to any extent public conveyvances
ean recall baving her clothing soiled—
and every man of decent habits who
bas been siokened by the expeatora
tion he has been unable to esenpu, The
right of man to spit in public convey-
auce or building, at the expense of
others’ clothing, feelings, and comfort,
is no greater than his right to perform
any other dirty trick.,

Tne New Pavacea,--Modern scionee
baving demonstrated that aleohol is
*neither food nor physie,” but, on the
contrary, n speoics of poison, the intro-
duction of a potent tonic which is en-
tirely free from it is cortninly a aubijoct
for eongratulation. Dr. Waliter’s Vine-
gar Bitters is a medicine which may be
fuirly eharacterized a8 nn unobjection-
able specitio for many distressing and
dangerons disenses,

Temperance orgnnizations, herelofore
in favor of permittiog the sale of aleo-
hol for medieal purposes, are of opinion
thut Vinegar Bitters possessos ull the
eflicacy us an invigornnt thet has ever
been even claimed for apirituous stimu-
laute, and on this aceonnt, a8 well s
beewuse of the singular sncecss which
has attended ita nse in dyspepsia, liver
complitut, disorders of the 1 iwels, noer-
vous digeases, general debilily, aed all
maladios growing ont of intemperance,
they warmmly recommasnd it ns a rsstorn.
tivo and alterative of surpassing oxeel-
lence.
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